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made a member of the committee which was
appointed to present the recommendations of
the conference to a larger gathering, called to
meet at St. Louis on February 22, 1892. The
recommendations favored greenbacks, de-
nounced the saloon, urged government control
of railroads, the limitation of land ownership,
and municipal suffrage for women.247

The St. Louis conference was a very stormy
affair. All sorts of ''isms" struggled for rec-
ognition, among them prohibition and woman
suffrage as well as the other economic and
social reforms advocated By the successive
third or independent parties. Approximately
seven hundred and fifty delegates were seated,
representing a great variety of organizations,
while a considerable number of minor associa-
tions were excluded. Prohibition and woman
suffrage were the topics of heated discussion,
and a serious split was threatened over the
question of independent political action, to
which many Southern delegates were opposed.
The concrete object of the controversy was the
appointment of a committee to act with the
committee of the People's party for the purpose
of calling a national convention to nominate
candidates for President and Vice President.
The conference failed to act, but a mass-meet-
ing of delegates held immediately after adjourn-
ment, with General "Weaver in the chair.